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PRE-APPEAL BRIEF REQUEST FOR REVIEW 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In accordance with the New Pre- Appeal Brief Conference Pilot Program, announced 
July 1 1 > 2005, this Pre-Appeal Brief Request is being filed together with a Notice of Appeal. 

REMARKS 

Claims 1, 5-9, 1 1, 12, 16, 20, 22, 26-29, 32, 33, 35-38, 40, 45, 47 and 53 were rejected 
under 35 U.S.C, § 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S, Patent No. 5,506,393 to Ziarno 
(hereinafter "Ziarno I") in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,519,572 to Riordan et al. (hereinafter 
C5 Riordan"). Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection of claims 1-19 and 42 for at least the 
following reasons. 

Embodiments of the present invention relate to novel database structures and methods 
and systems for storing and analyzing data within a database. In one embodiment, virtual data 
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islands are partitioned inside a database, each virtual data island containing data owned by a 
specific client engaged, for example, in a firadraising campaign. Data within each data island 
contains one or more constituent records having information about individuals, and each 
individual is assigned a unique identifier that is unique across the various data islands, A linking 
table of individual unique identifiers for constituent records, together with information 
identifying which of the data islands contain information about each constituent, may also 
provided- The linking table allows database searching across islands and aids, for example, in 
speeding such searching. 

Thus, embodiments of the present invention provide a way for data from numerous 
clients, such as various nonprofit organizations^ to be stored such that each client can opt to share 
the data with other clients. To facilitate this sharing, each individual is assigned a unique 
identifier. As disclosed in the specification, the individuals in the database "share a common 
unique identifier across the various virtual data islands." Each of independent claims 1, 22, 35, 
36, 38 and 45 recite "the unique identifier for an individual being common across the virtual data 
islands." 

The cited references fail to teach or suggest at least this feature of the pending claims. In 
the latest Office Action, the Examiner argues that Ziarno I discloses the unique identifier by 
disclosing that a receipt is produced for a contribution by a contributor. Applicant respectfully 
disagrees with this interpretation of the disclosure of Ziarno L 

The cited portion of Ziafno I discloses: 

Preferably, a receipt generator (a printer 821 and associated circuitry 823) 
is located on or near a donation kettle 100. hi an alternate embodiment, the receipt 
generator maybe located at a remote location. The receipt generator produces a 
receipt for a single donation or a plurality of donations. In one embodiment, a 
donation kettle 100 communicates, via a communication link, preferably an RF 
(radio frequency) conitmutjication link or an infra-red communication link, with 
the receipt generator. In another embodiment, a donation ketde 100 communicates 
donation and contributor information, via a communication link to terminal 120, 
Terminal 120 then communicates the contributor and donation information to the 
receipt generator. The communication consists of information about the 
contributor, the donation, the date, the intention for which the donation was given, 
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and the like. The receipt generator processes the information about the contributor 
and the donation to generate a receipt. The receipt may be generated automatically 
by the receipt generator to be picked up by the contributor at or soon after visiting 
the donation kettle 100, or may be generated for mailing or faxing to the 
corftributor. A contributor of a charitable organization may desire the receipt for 
tax purposes. 

Ziarno I, col 9, lines 45-67. 

Nothing in the cited portion of Ziamo I teaches or suggests a unique identifier for an 
individual that is common across virtual data islands. The cited portion quoted above merely 
provides for a tax receipt to be generated for one or more donations at a sinjde donation kettle. 
The receipt is generated either at the donation kettle site or at a remote location but, nevertheless, 
is still based on donations at a single donation kettle. Nothing in Ziarno I teaches or suggests that 
the receipt is based on donations at multiple donation kettles. Furthermore, as further evidence 
of Ziarno I lacking such a teaching or suggestion, nothing in Ziarno J indicates how donations at 
multiple donation ketdes would be directed to a single tax receipt. There is no indication that 
anything about the receipt or communication between the donation kettle and the remote terminal 
includes a unique identifier for an individual that is common across the various donation kettles. 

Thus, Ziarno fails to teach or suggest at least a "unique identifier for an individual being 
common across the virtual data islands " as recited in each of the independent claims. Riordan is 
cited by the Examiner as teaching a linking table. Riordan fails to teach or suggest the "unique 
identifier" of the present invention. 

In order to establish a prima facie case of obviousness, et the prior art reference (or 
references when combined) must teach or suggest all the claim limitations." MP.E.P. § 2142 

Since the cited references fail to teach or suggest at least one limitation of the 
independent claims, claims 1, 22, 35, 36, 38 and 45 are patentable. Claims 5-9, 11, 12, 16, 20, 
26-29, 32, 33, 37, 40, 47 and 53 depend, either directly or indirectly, from allowable independent 
claims and are, therefore, patentable for at least that reason, as well as additional patentable 
features when those claims are considered as a whole. 
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Claims 17, 42 } 48 and 49 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 



over Ziarrio I in view of Riordan and further in view of U>S. Patent No. 6,539,446 to Chan. 
Claims 10, 13-15, 41, 43, 44 and 50-52 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the combination of Zianio I and Riordan, and further in view of U.S, Patent 
No. 6,308,201 to Pivowar et al. Claims 18, 30 and 31 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Ziarno 1 in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,665,952 to Ziarno. Claims 19, 21 
and 34 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ziarno I in view of 
U.S. Patent No. 6,535,871 to Rotnansky et al. 

Claims 10, 13-15, 17-19, 21 and 52 depend from allowable claim 1; claims 30, 31 and 34 
depend from allowable claim 22; claims 41-44 depend from allowable claim 38; and claims 48- 
51 depend from allowable claim 45, Thus, claims 10, 13-15, 17-19, 21 ? 30, 31, 34, 41-44, 48-52 
are patentable for at least that reason, as well as additional patentable features when those claims 
are considered as a whole, 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that the application is in condition 
for allowance. 



Respectfully submitted, 




FOLEY & LARDNER LLP 
P.O. Box 80278 

Sau Diego, California 92138-0278 
Telephone: (858) 847-6860 
Facsimile: (858) 792-6773 



Sanjeev K. Dhand 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 51,182 
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